
	
  

	
  

Increasing anti-Semitism and economic instability have made life extremely difficult for Jews in 
France, prompting a huge wave of Aliyah (immigration to Israel). 

We urge you to become our partner to bring as many French Jews as possible to safety in Israel by 
making a generous donation in the amount of US$4,600 per individual. Specifically, your generosity 
will fund their pre-Aliyah preparation, flights to Israel and a holistic program in an absorption 
framework such as at a Kibbutz, professional training or an Absorption Center. 

Given the expected increase in Aliyah from France in 2015 to well over 12,000 olim, we are lacking 
budget to provide services to over 2,000 olim in the total amount of $2,000,000 

Upon completion of the project, we will provide a detailed narrative report about the program's 
achievements including profiles of the individuals and families whose lives' have been touched 
through your generosity. 

	
  

	
  

Emergency	
  Assistance	
  Fund:	
  
!"#$%#$%&'"($)*&+(,"-&./0(&1/&23"4(5&

!
"#$%&&'(!)*++!,-&!*%!&'(.!

#$-./0!12#'!#-,!3$4'//$%!
/#$,$!5'.!6$7!,*%8$!9!#-:$!

3$$%!3$.$-:$;!'5!6&!8#*+;.$%!
-%;!9!-6!3-..$%7!-%!$<*+$!-%;!

-!)-%;$.$.=!>%;!)#'!#-,!
.$-.$;!/#$,$=!?$#'+;7!9!)-, !
+$5/!-+'%$@!5.'6!)#$.$!;*;!

/#$,$!8'6$=A!"#(,!,-&,!/#$!
B'.;!C';0!1?$#'+;7!9!)*++!+*5/!
(D!E&!#-%;!/'!/#$!%-/*'%,!
-%;!,$/!(D!E&!,/-%;-.;!/'!
/#$!D$'D+$F!>%;!/#$&!)*++!
3.*%4!&'(.!,'%,!*%!/#$*.!

3','67!-%;!&'(. 	
  ;-(4#/$., 	
  
)*++!3$!8-..*$;!'%!/#$*.!

,#'(+;$.,F A	
  (Isaiah	
  49:21-­‐22)&
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Jewish	
  Children	
  in	
  Paris	
  guarded	
  by	
  French	
  soldiers	
  following	
  the	
  terror	
  attack	
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  ! Israel:	
  The	
  Home	
  

of	
  the	
  Jewish	
  People	
  

The	
   Jewish	
   population	
   in	
   France	
  
numbers	
   close	
   to	
   600,000,	
   the	
  
largest	
   in	
   Western	
   Europe	
   and	
   the	
  
third	
   largest	
   in	
   the	
   world.	
   	
   Nearly	
  
half	
   of	
   the	
   Jewish	
   community	
   is	
  
concentrated	
   in	
   Paris	
   and	
   its	
  
surrounding	
   suburbs	
   while	
   the	
  
remainder	
   lives	
   in	
   Marseille	
   and	
  
other	
  cities.	
  	
  French	
  communities	
  are	
  
particularly	
  noted	
  for	
  their	
  close	
  ties	
  to	
  Israel─	
  	
  

many	
   have	
   close	
   family	
   there	
   and	
   almost	
   three	
   quarters	
   of	
   French	
   Jews	
   have	
  
visited	
  Israel.	
  
	
  	
  	
  
The	
  situation	
  for	
  Jews	
  in	
  France	
  has	
  changed	
  drastically	
  over	
  the	
  past	
  few	
  years.	
  	
  
Outbreaks	
  of	
  anti-­‐Semitic	
  violence	
  and	
  anti-­‐Israel	
  rhetoric,	
  ranging	
  from	
  attacks	
  
on	
  individuals	
  to	
  the	
  burning	
  of	
  synagogues	
  are	
  increasing.	
  In	
  fact,	
  the	
  number	
  
of	
  anti-­‐Semitic	
  incidents	
  in	
  France	
  sharply	
  increased	
  from	
  423	
  incidents	
  in	
  2013	
  
to	
   851	
   incidents	
   in	
   2014.	
   The	
   recent	
   horrific	
   killings	
   of	
   four	
   Jews	
   who	
   were	
   taken	
   hostage	
   at	
   a	
   Kosher	
   Jewish	
  
supermarket	
  in	
  Paris	
  by	
  Muslim	
  terrorists	
  are	
  painful	
  reminders	
  of	
  the	
  threats	
  facing	
  the	
  French	
  Jewish	
  community.	
  
	
  	
  
This	
  harsh	
  reality	
  has	
  resulted	
  in	
  many	
  Jews	
  in	
  France	
  feeling	
  extremely	
  unsafe.	
  	
  Combined	
  with	
  economic	
  difficulties	
  
in	
  France,	
  which	
   is	
  suffering	
  from	
  zero	
  growth	
  and	
  record	
  high	
  unemployment,	
  record	
  numbers	
  of	
  French	
  Jews	
  are	
  
making	
  the	
  decision	
  to	
  make	
  Aliyah.	
  	
  The	
  Jewish	
  Agency	
  has	
  been	
  there	
  since	
  the	
  beginning,	
  serving	
  as	
  French	
  Jewry's	
  
life-­‐line	
   to	
   Israel	
   and	
   safety.	
  We	
  have	
  accompanied	
   thousands	
  of	
   Jews	
   from	
  France	
  every	
   step	
  of	
   the	
  way	
   in	
   their	
  
decision	
   to	
   make	
   Aliyah:	
   from	
   advanced	
   Aliyah	
   preparation,	
   to	
   the	
   moment	
   they	
   board	
   their	
   charter	
   flight,	
   to	
  
transporting	
  them	
  to	
  their	
  first	
  home	
  in	
  Israel.	
  
	
  
The	
  rising	
  anti-­‐Semitism	
  and	
  state	
  of	
  uncertainty	
  it	
  has	
  brought	
  has	
  made	
  our	
  work	
  exponentially	
  more	
  expensive.	
  In	
  
order	
  to	
  accommodate	
  the	
  significant	
  increase	
  in	
  need	
  for	
  Aliyah	
  services,	
  we	
  have	
  had	
  to	
  increase	
  our	
  infrastructure	
  
and	
   personnel	
   costs	
   in	
   the	
   region.	
   This	
   has	
   translated	
   into	
   sending	
   more	
   Aliyah	
   emissaries	
   to	
   the	
   field,	
   providing	
  
more	
   security	
   to	
   ensure	
   their	
   and	
   the	
   local	
   community's	
   welfare,	
   and	
   ensure	
   greater	
   availability	
   of	
   absorption	
  
frameworks	
  in	
  Israel	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  increased	
  flow	
  of	
  new	
  immigrants.	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

7,231 people made 
aliyah from France in 
2014 alone, a 120% 
increase over last 

year.   

Funeral	
  of	
  Yoav	
  Hattab	
  –	
  Victim	
  of	
  the	
  Recent	
  Shooting	
  in	
  Paris	
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The	
  year	
  2014	
  has	
  already	
  seen	
  a	
  dramatic	
  increase	
  in	
  Aliyah	
  from	
  France	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  leading	
  country	
  
for	
  Jewish	
  emigration	
  to	
  Israel	
  today.	
  	
  A	
  total	
  7,231	
  French	
  Jews	
  immigrated	
  to	
  Israel	
  in	
  2014,	
  compared	
  to	
  3,292	
  in	
  
2013	
  –	
  a	
  120%	
  increase.	
  This	
  trend	
  is	
  continuing	
   in	
  2015,	
  with	
  an	
  expected	
  10,000	
  French	
  Jews	
  expected	
  to	
  arrive.	
  
Even	
  during	
  the	
  constant	
  barrage	
  of	
  rocket	
  attacks	
  this	
  past	
  summer,	
  not	
  one	
  single	
  person	
  from	
  France	
  cancelled	
  
their	
  Aliyah	
  plans.	
  
	
  
This	
  dramatic	
  increase	
  is	
  due,	
  in	
  part,	
  to	
  a	
  special	
  plan	
  developed	
  by	
  the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Aliyah	
  and	
  Immigrant	
  Absorption	
  
and	
  The	
  Jewish	
  Agency	
  to	
  encourage	
  Aliyah	
  from	
  France	
  and	
  ease	
  French	
  Jews'	
   integration	
   into	
   Israeli	
  society.	
  The	
  
plan	
  includes	
  efforts	
  to	
  strengthen	
  Jewish	
  identity	
  amongst	
  French	
  Jewish	
  youth,	
  expand	
  Israel	
  experience	
  programs,	
  
remove	
  bureaucratic	
  barriers	
  to	
  employment	
  in	
  Israel,	
  and	
  boost	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  Aliyah	
  in	
  France.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  proposed	
  plan	
  requires	
  additional	
  resources	
  to	
  support	
  Aliyah	
  in	
  France.	
   	
  We	
  invite	
  you	
  to	
  be	
  our	
  partner	
  in	
  
bringing	
  as	
  many	
  Jews	
  home	
  as	
  possible	
  to	
  Israel,	
  the	
  home	
  of	
  the	
  Jewish	
  people.	
  

■	
  Project	
  Description:	
  France	
  Aliyah	
  Assistance	
  Fund	
  
The	
   Jewish	
  Agency	
   supports	
   French	
   Jewry	
   an	
   extensive	
   network	
   including:	
   local	
   Aliyah	
   coordinators,	
   a	
   permanent	
  
emissary	
  in	
  Paris	
  and	
  educational	
  emissaries	
  who	
  carry	
  out	
  Jewish	
  and	
  Zionistic	
  educational	
  programming.	
  	
  In	
  face	
  of	
  
recent	
  developments	
  in	
  France,	
  and	
  the	
  great	
  deal	
  of	
  uncertainty	
  with	
  regard	
  to	
  the	
  Jewish	
  future	
  there,	
  The	
  Jewish	
  
Agency	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  a	
  swift,	
  dedicated	
  response	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  men,	
  women	
  and	
  children	
  who	
  want	
  
to	
  make	
  Aliyah.	
  The	
  number	
  of	
  people	
  requesting	
  to	
  make	
  Aliyah	
  doubled	
  in	
  2014	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  increase	
  even	
  
further	
  in	
  2015.	
  

Therefore,	
  we	
  are	
  busy	
  carrying	
  out	
  the	
  following	
  initiatives:	
  
	
  
Aliyah	
  Encouragement	
  and	
  Preparation	
  Services	
  
Aliyah	
   emissaries	
   carry	
   out	
   Aliyah	
   encouragement	
   and	
   preparation	
   services	
   and	
   are	
   responsible	
   to	
   meet	
   with	
  
potential	
  new	
  immigrants,	
  provide	
  all	
  necessary	
  information	
  they	
  require	
  and	
  expose	
  them	
  to	
  various	
  life	
  options	
  in	
  
Israel,	
   including	
  educational	
   and	
  employment	
  opportunities.	
   The	
  emissaries	
  dispense	
   relevant	
  advice	
  and	
  help	
   the	
  
prospective	
  newcomers	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  programme	
  for	
  their	
  Aliyah.	
  Emissaries	
  organize	
  Aliyah	
  fairs,	
  various	
  community-­‐
wide	
  activities	
  for	
  Shabbat	
  and	
  Jewish	
  holidays	
  and	
  teach	
  the	
  community	
  about	
  Israeli	
  culture	
  and	
  history.	
  	
  
	
  
Since	
   the	
   vast	
   majority	
   of	
   Jews	
   in	
   France	
   are	
   secular,	
   Aliyah	
   encouragement	
   activities	
   also	
   help	
   prospective	
   new	
  
immigrants	
   to	
   rediscover	
   their	
   roots	
   and	
   connection	
   to	
   the	
   Jewish	
   religion.	
   In	
   addition	
   to	
   routine	
   programming,	
  
emissaries	
  also	
  carry	
  out	
  the	
  following:	
  employment	
  guidance;	
  professional	
  courses;	
  the	
  Jewish	
  religion’s	
  connection	
  
to	
  the	
  Land	
  of	
  Israel;	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  and	
  actualization	
  of	
  religious	
  affiliation	
  within	
  Israeli	
  society;	
  preparatory	
  courses	
  for	
  
psychometric	
   and	
   professional	
   licensing	
   exams;	
   intensive	
   Hebrew	
   language	
   immersion	
   classes	
   for	
   those	
   seriously	
  
considering	
  Aliyah;	
  preparation	
  of	
  visas;	
  professional	
  counselling;	
   information	
  seminars	
  and	
  video	
  conferences	
  with	
  
Israeli	
  professionals.	
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Support	
  Staff	
  for	
  New	
  Immigrants	
  Who	
  Change	
  their	
  Status	
  in	
  Israel	
  
Approximately	
  25%	
  of	
  immigrants	
  from	
  France	
  make	
  the	
  decision	
  to	
  change	
  their	
  status	
  while	
  on	
  a	
  vacation	
  to	
  Israel.	
  	
  
This	
  process	
  can	
  be	
  rather	
  lengthy	
  and	
  involves	
  much	
  more	
  	
  
bureaucracy	
  than	
  making	
  the	
  move	
  to	
  Israel	
  from	
  France.	
  	
  The	
  Jewish	
  Agency	
  has	
  reached	
  an	
  agreement	
  with	
  Israel's	
  
Ministry	
  of	
   Interior	
   that	
  all	
  change	
  of	
  status	
  requests	
   from	
  French	
  nationals	
  will	
  be	
  handled	
  by	
  the	
   Jewish	
  Agency.	
  	
  
However,	
  this	
  necessitates	
  hiring	
  two	
  full-­‐time	
  professionals	
  to	
  process	
  the	
  requests	
  and	
  work	
  vis	
  a	
  vis	
  the	
  Ministry	
  of	
  
Absorption	
  and	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Interior.	
  
	
  
Absorption	
  Programmes	
  
Once	
   immigrants	
   disembark	
   from	
   their	
   flight,	
   they	
   are	
   placed	
   in	
   one	
   the	
   Jewish	
   Agency's	
   absorption	
   frameworks	
  
throughout	
   Israel	
   	
   -­‐	
  either	
  through	
  the	
  government's	
  direct	
  absorption	
  frameworks	
  or	
  an	
  Absorption	
  Center	
  where	
  
they	
   live	
  for	
  up	
  to	
  one	
  year.	
  Far	
  more	
  than	
   just	
  a	
  roof	
  over	
  their	
  heads,	
  absorption	
  programmes	
  focus	
  not	
  only	
  on	
  
facilitating	
   the	
   arrival	
   of	
   each	
  new	
   immigrant,	
   but	
  on	
   their	
   successful	
   transition	
   to	
   their	
   new	
  homeland,	
   achieving	
  
independence	
  and	
  their	
  full	
  participation	
  in	
  Israeli	
  society.	
  	
  

After	
  they	
  leave	
  their	
  initial	
  absorption	
  framework,	
  the	
  vast	
  majority	
  of	
  new	
  immigrants	
  from	
  France	
  move	
  to	
  cities	
  
such	
  as	
  Netanya,	
  Tel	
  Aviv,	
  Ashdod,	
  Ashkelon	
  and	
  Ra'anana.	
  	
  Both	
  during	
  their	
  stay	
  at	
  absorption	
  centres	
  and	
  beyond,	
  
direct	
  absorption	
  programmes	
  such	
  as	
  At	
  Home	
  Together	
   (Ba'Beit	
  Beyachad)	
  offer	
  guidance	
  and	
  support	
   in	
  many	
  
areas	
  of	
  life	
  in	
  Israel	
  such	
  as	
  employment,	
  education,	
  housing,	
  government	
  services,	
  Hebrew	
  language	
  acquisition	
  as	
  
well	
  as	
  participation	
  in	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  programming.	
  	
  	
  

At	
  Kibbutz	
  Ulpan	
  and	
  Absorption	
  Centres,	
  new	
  immigrants	
  enjoy	
  communal	
  celebrations	
  of	
  Jewish	
  holidays	
  and	
  take	
  
part	
   in	
   excursions,	
   courses	
   and	
   field	
   trips	
   that	
   teach	
   them	
   about	
   Judaism,	
   Zionism	
   and	
   life	
   in	
   Israel.	
   Other	
  
programmes	
  such	
  as	
  Ulpan	
  Etzion	
  target	
  young	
  new	
  immigrants	
  with	
  intensive	
  Hebrew	
  Language	
  instruction	
  with	
  a	
  
focus	
   on	
   career	
   building	
   and	
   workshops	
   about	
   Israeli	
   society,	
   including	
   vocational	
   training	
   such	
   as	
   software	
  
engineering	
  to	
  help	
  better	
  prepare	
  new	
  immigrants	
  for	
  future	
  employment.	
  Each	
  participant	
  is	
  given	
  personal	
  advice	
  
and	
  guidance	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  of	
  employment,	
  higher	
  education	
  and	
  the	
  Israel	
  Defence	
  Forces	
  (IDF).	
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Quotes	
  From	
  Some	
  Recent	
  Aliyah	
  Candidates	
  
	
  
"It's	
  the	
  first	
  time	
  I'm	
  happy	
  my	
  mother	
  is	
  gone.	
  It	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  terrible	
  for	
  her,	
  whose	
  parents	
  died	
  in	
  Auschwitz,	
  
to	
  witness	
  such	
  events,	
  the	
  murder	
  of	
  Jews,	
  and	
  the	
  absence	
  of	
  reaction	
  of	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  the	
  French	
  people.	
  Once	
  
again."	
  

-­‐ 	
   Suzanne,	
  60	
  –	
  Aliyah	
  applicant	
  from	
  Paris	
  
	
  
"Someone	
  rings	
  my	
  doorbell,	
  I	
  open	
  it	
  and	
  it's	
  my	
  neighbor.	
  Happy	
  New	
  Year	
  she	
  says	
  nicely	
  and	
  we	
  exchange	
  a	
  few	
  
casual	
  words.	
  And	
   then	
  her	
   attitude	
   changes,	
   as	
   if	
   she	
  was	
   going	
   to	
  make	
   a	
   very	
   official	
   declaration	
   to	
  me:	
   	
   'Lisa,	
  
honey,	
  the	
  whole	
  building	
   is	
  asking	
  you	
  to	
  remove	
  it,'	
  and	
  with	
  her	
  finger,	
  she	
  points	
  to	
  my	
  Jewish	
  mezuzah	
  on	
  my	
  
front	
   door...	
   I	
   look	
   at	
   her,	
   shocked	
   and	
   hear	
   the	
   rest	
   of	
   her	
   sentence,	
   'You	
   understand,	
   Lisa,	
   you	
   don't	
   want	
   to	
  
endanger	
  everyone...'	
  Then	
  I	
  don't	
  hear	
  anything	
  more,	
  I	
  see	
  myself	
  lacking	
  freedom	
  to	
  be	
  who	
  I	
  am....	
  Then	
  back	
  to	
  
reality	
   and	
   I	
   hear	
   'You'll	
   do	
   it,	
   right?'	
   Yes	
   of	
   course	
   I	
   say,	
   not	
  meaning	
   a	
  word.	
   But	
  when	
   I	
   close	
   the	
   door,	
   I	
   have	
  
realized	
  fully	
  how	
  hard	
  had	
  the	
  leaders	
  of	
  Israel	
  worked	
  and	
  prayed	
  for	
  me	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  home	
  that	
  will	
  offer	
  me	
  safety	
  
on	
  the	
  day	
  I	
  would	
  be	
  told:	
  Hide,	
  you're	
  Jewish!	
  My	
  friends,	
  I	
  am	
  telling	
  you	
  solemnly	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  made	
  the	
  decision	
  to	
  
leave	
  to	
  Israel.	
  May	
  God	
  be	
  with	
  me	
  in	
  this	
  new	
  path."	
  

-­‐ 	
   	
   Lisa,	
  45	
  
	
  
Meet	
  Kevin:	
  -4$!GH7!'.*4*%-++&!5.'6!E-.,$*++$,7!I.-%8$F!!J$:*%!*,!-!.$8$%/!%$)!
*66*4.-%/!/'!9,.-$+7!+*:*%4!-/!K+D-%!L/M*'%!*%!N-6+$F!
	
  	
  
“I	
  have	
  family	
  in	
  Israel	
  –	
  my	
  mother	
  was	
  born	
  here.	
  I	
  would	
  come	
  to	
  visit	
  often	
  
as	
  a	
  child,	
  and	
  returning	
  to	
  France	
  was	
  always	
  extremely	
  sad	
  for	
  me.	
  I	
  loved	
  my	
  
time	
  here.	
  I	
  wanted	
  to	
  make	
  Aliyah	
  at	
  18,	
  straight	
  to	
  the	
  army,	
  but	
  my	
  parents	
  
wanted	
   me	
   to	
   go	
   to	
   university	
   first.	
   I	
   completed	
   about	
   half	
   a	
   Law	
   degree	
   in	
  
Marseilles	
  –	
  but	
   I	
  couldn’t	
  continue.	
   I	
  was	
   losing	
  time	
  and	
   it	
   just	
  wasn’t	
  what	
   I	
  
wanted:	
   Everything	
   I	
   wanted	
   was	
   here	
   in	
   Israel.	
   To	
   be	
   here,	
   to	
   grow	
   here,	
   to	
  
start	
   a	
   family	
   here.	
   At	
   an	
   aliyah	
   fair	
   at	
   my	
   university	
   in	
   Marseilles,	
   I	
   spoke	
   to	
  
Jewish	
  Agency	
  representatives	
  and	
  they	
  were	
  helpful.	
  	
  Together	
  we	
  started	
  the	
  
process	
  of	
  Aliyah,	
  and	
  of	
  helping	
  me	
  get	
  drafted	
  to	
  the	
  army	
  even	
  though	
  I	
  am	
  
almost	
   24.	
   The	
   Ulpan	
   Etzion	
   in	
   Ramle	
   was	
   the	
   one	
   with	
   an	
   open	
   space,	
   and	
   I	
  
took	
   it.	
   I	
   am	
   so	
  happy	
   I	
   did	
  –	
   I	
  met	
  other	
   young	
  new	
   immigrants	
   from	
  Russia,	
  
Ukraine,	
  Uzbekistan,	
  Switzerland,	
  Canada,	
  the	
  US,	
  and	
  South	
  America.	
  It	
  was	
  five	
  
very	
  intense	
  months	
  of	
  Hebrew	
  study	
  and	
  in	
  my	
  free	
  time	
  I	
  travelled,	
  visited	
  my	
  
family,	
  and	
  worked	
  a	
  bit.	
  I	
  had	
  housing	
  subsidized	
  by	
  The	
  Jewish	
  Agency.	
  I’ve	
  just	
  
finished	
  Ulpan	
  and	
  am	
  currently	
   in	
   touch	
  with	
   the	
  army	
  regarding	
  next	
  steps.	
   In	
  France,	
  we	
  had	
  a	
  strong	
  community.	
  
Synagogue	
  and	
  religion	
  were	
  very	
   important,	
  as	
  were	
  holidays	
  and	
  Jewish	
  school.	
   I	
  knew	
  the	
  Jewish	
  story.	
  But	
  here	
  in	
  
Israel,	
  it	
  is	
  much	
  easier	
  for	
  me	
  to	
  simply	
  BE	
  Jewish.	
  The	
  anti-­‐Semitism	
  back	
  in	
  France	
  is	
  worrying.	
  I	
  was	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  student	
  
group	
  that	
  guarded	
  synagogues	
  and	
  community	
  events,	
  because	
  we	
  were	
  aware	
  of	
  some	
  very	
  real	
  threats.	
  I	
  am	
  happy	
  to	
  
now	
  be	
  starting	
  a	
  normal	
  life,	
  like	
  I	
  always	
  wanted,	
  in	
  my	
  own	
  country.”	
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